Total pharyngolaryngectomy and cervical esophagectomy with jejunal autotransplant reconstruction: complications and results.
Eighteen patients underwent pharyngoesophageal reconstruction with a free jejunal autotransplant in a one-stage procedure after circumferential resection for cancer of the pharynx and cervical esophagus. Of these, six had minor complications (fistulas) and six had major complications including abdominal bleeding, cervical bleeding, graft failure, and one surgical death. The mean survival was 427 days after resection and reconstruction (range, 120 to 866 days). Ten patients died of their disease, and four died of other causes. The site of failure was local in five and distant in five. In view of this high complication rate and unimpressive survival rate, the use of other lower-morbidity reconstructive options or staged procedures may need to be considered in poor surgical candidates.